
WASHINGTON.
_ >jberty and Ualou, now and tUraver, MM an*^ ^

inseparable."

SATURDAY, MAY 17. 18*6-

In the remarks which we made a day or two ag

upon the tone of the government paper regarding
our Foreign Relations, we were careful, as

w,.. u, Lk. u»« of U. wbj»h c«uW
he tortured into . per.on.1 .ppheaUou. W«J**'indeed of the neeewily of .certoindeg.ee of dig-inaeeu,oi

conduct of our foreign re-iiitv and decorum iu the ,

» «« --i uriiHt we considered the levityUtions, and blamed what we i>» /

nt n»Der iu such matters ; afford-

illg to our readers, at the same time, the fullest and
fairest opportunity of judging between us and the

Kovernmeni paper by transferring to our columns
the article which was the subject of our remarks.

Possibly, in our judgment of this matter we may
have been in the wrong, or, if generally right, we may
have erred in some particular. Perhaps, remem¬

bering iu what temper such questions were wont to

be discussed during the administrations of Presi¬
dents Jkkkkrson, Madison, Monroe, and Adams,
by those who were honored by their confidence,
we may have expected too much from the change
which has been made from " the Globe" to " the
Union," when we looked for a revival, in the
new Administration paper, of the habits oi those

good old times, when, instead of blustering in a

time of peace about a crusade to the halls of Mon¬
tezuma, or crusades any where, we were content to

maintain our oum rights by argument as long as

peace lasted, and by arms, without vain boasting,
when war became inevitable. The organ of the
Administration might have answered us, with some

plausibility, that the character oi our countrymen
has undergone a change since those days, and that
Mr. Madison himself, could he be recalled to earth,
with his eminent virtues, his moderation in peace,
his firmness in war, his self-respect and self-pos¬
session under all circumstances, would be out of
place at the head of the Government in our present
advanced state of civilization. All this the govern¬
ment paper might have shown in justification of its
unusual mode of handling questions of such im¬
portance and delicacy as those which concern our

foreign relations. All this, and more, the govern¬
ment paper might have said, and said it, we dare
say, to the delight and edification of its readers.

But, abstaining from direct reply to us, which
was perhaps politic, and which at any rate it had a

perfect right to do, the government paper is not jus¬
tified in allowing an anonymous correspondent to
stand behind its back and dart his poisoned shafts
at us, as it has done in admitting into its columns a

communicated article, in which we find the follow¬
ing passage :

U The National Intelligencer is not, indeed, so far
i gg known, the organ of the British Government j
4 for such exclusiveness might conflict with its en-
? gagements to the Mexicans. It is, however, we
4 believe, well informed as to the views of the Bri-
4 tish Ministry," &c.
The language of this passage is susceptible of no

other construction than as an assertion that the Na¬
tional Intelligencer has 41 engagements" of some

sort44 with the Mexicans," if it be not 44 the organ
of the British Government."
To such an assertion there can be no reply other

than that, by whomsoever made, it is detestably
false, and without the shadow of foundation; nor

leas so is the innuendo which accompanies it.
The Editor of the government paper, by whom

this charge has been, no doubt, inadvertently ad¬
mitted into its columns, will of course see to what
sheer malignity that paper has been made the pan-
tier. We cannot for a moment doubt that he will
at once disavow the slander and inflict upon the
slanderer the rebuke which he deserves.^
The Twenty-ninth Congress..The election in

Virginia brings up the number of members chosen
for the next Congress to 163, of whom 58 are

Whigs, 99 Locos, and 6 Native Americans. There
are 58 more members to be elected, in Maryland,
North Carolina, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala¬
bama, Mississippi, and Florida, and a vacancy u>

be filled in each of the States of Maine, Massachu-
setts, and New Hampshire.
We understand that the Baltimore aud Ohio Rail¬

road Company has recently found it necessary to

increase the charge for the carriage of Coal from
Cumberland to Dam No. 6 on the Canal, from one

cent und two-thirds per ton per mile tofour cents;
and of plaster and other heavy articles from Dam
No. R to Cumberland, from comparatively low
charges to, as we are informed, six cents per ton

per mile. This fact would seem to establish con¬

clusively the inability of the Railroad to carry
freight at the low rates heretofore spoken of.

The Mission to England..A New ^ ork pa¬
per having started a rumor that Mr. GalHOwn was

to be appointed a special minister to England, the
44 Union" notices the rumor and says:

44 Aa far as we are advised, we do not believe
there is any foundation for this statement. The
only fact of any importance, which appears in the
whole of its article, is, that the mission to London
has been refused by both Messrs. Elnore and
PlCKKNS."
THE WIDOW OF ALEXANDER HAMILTON.
The Albany correspondent of Uie New York

Evening Gazette gives the following account of a
visit of the venerable Mrs. Hamilton to the NewYork legislature on Monday last:

.« An event of more than ordinary intercut took place in the
Hon* to-dav. Mr. Lik, of Westchester, announced to theHouae that a distinguished lady, the widow of one Revolu¬
tionary officer and the daughter of another, wan now in thia
city. Ha moved that a select committee be appointed to wait
on the lady ami invite her to a aeat within the bar of the
House. The Speaker designated Mr. Lite and Mr. Mwatwir,
of Niagara county, *n officer of the war of 181*, to convey
the invitation to Mis. Hamilton.

.« The committee ttpoedily returned, and the House received
the venerable lady standing She wan conducted op the
middle aisle, when Mr. Lee, stepping a few paces in advance
of her, said, ' Mr. Speaker, I present to this House the widow
of Gen. Alexander Hamilton, the daughter of Oen. I'hilip
Schuyler.' The lady then took her sent on the right of the
Speaker, and, having listened srtme minutes to the proceedings,
roee, bowed to the Speaker, and took her leave, Uie House
honoring her departure by standing until the doom closed upon
bar retreating form. It waa certainly an interesting ceremony,
and ita recollection will be treasured by all who were present."
AcciniftT..The steamboat Huguenot, on her passage to

New York on Tnesflav morning, when rounding Castle Gar¬
den, ran over one of the barges ol the Sicilian frigate Ihwnui,
proceeding from the shore to the ship. There were about
twenty men in the barge, all of whom, it la thought, were
saved ; three were taken out ef the wheel-houar, and the re¬
mainder ware picked up by boats from the shore and steam¬
boats.

A SLAVER CAPTURED.

We learn from the Boston Journal that the
schooner Spitfire, of New Orleans, arrived at that
port oh Wednesday morning in command ot Lieut.
Washington Heu), of the U. S. navy, having been
captured on the coast of Africa by the U. S. brig
Truxton. The particulars of her capture are thus
stated by the Journal:

««The Spitfire, Peter Flowry master, wan seized in the Rio
Pongo, coast of Africa, at the slave factory of Paul 1 aber,
March 36, on suspicion of being engaged iu ihe slave trade,
by the boats of the U. 8. brig 'IVuston, in the charge ot
Lieut. Hi mux F. Blunt, co-operating with the boata ot H.
B. M. steamer Ardent, under the charge of Lieut. Johmso*.
The boats went alongside under English colors, and ordered
the schooner to show her colora on the penalty of Ix.*iiik seized
as a pirate. The American ensign was then h listed at her gaff,
and the colora ware immediately shifted in tho boats and the
schooner taken charge of, evidence having been lodged against
her as having already made a auccaasful trip from the aame

place to the island of Cuba, with three hundred and forty-six
slave., under the coipmand of Captain Gordon, lately in com¬
mand of the Manchoater, by Thomas Turner, who served iu
both vcaaela as Captain G.'s mate. She waa then known by
the name of Cavallero, and was built in Baltimore, whence
she sailed via New York in 1842. She was afterwards sold,
and her register returned to Baltimore. Her present crew alao
testified aa to her intention of receiving slaves."

rROM THE HEW TOHK COURIER A!»0 EK4.UIRER.
The Toronto (Canada") Patriot rebukes very earn¬

estly the warlike tone winch has been assumed by
many papers both in the United States and in Eng¬
land, aud expresses its firm belief that the interestsI of both countries and of the world demand the con-
tinuance of peace. To Canada, it says, a war
would be a fearful drawback and stumbling-block
in her path to national greatness. Depending, as
that Province does, so materially on the regular in¬
flux of British capital and population, a war with
the United States, says the Patriot, would throw us
back a dozen years in progressive civilization.
44 We know that our neighbors south of the Great

|4 Lakes are bold, active, and determined.that no

people in the world will fight more pertinaciously
in defence of their soil, but we are equally satis-
lied of their utter inability to maintain either an

4 aggressive war or a protracted war on the ocean
4 with a Power like that of Great Britain." It ex¬

presses, thus ardently and forcibly, its preference
for the bloodless victories of enterprise and peace :

«< Our voice, then, is for the bloodless victories of onward
civilization.the unsullied triumphs of peace. There may be
hearts burning with the fever heat of military ambition.eager
to measure swords with the Democracy of the Western World :

our quiet spirit will look on the glorious day that sees the
opening of the Toronto and Lake Huron Railroad aa one of
more enduring glory than that which witnessed the proudest
flutter of the «meteor flag' over the most tremendous scene of
scattered blood anfl brains.of festering dead and agonized
wounded, which ha3 ever been announced in a 4 Gazette Ex¬
traordinary' as a 4 glorious victory to the British arms.de-

| feat of the enemy with the loss of 50,000 killed, wounded,
and missing !? "

FRO* Tilt BALTIMORE AMERICA*.

The Charleston Mercury, speaking of the substi¬
tution of the Union as the Government organ in
place of the Globe, indulges in a strain of remark
which will present no novel views indeed to the
minds of observant men, but which are worth noting
as coming from a journal lately in close alliance
with the Globe, and also as presenting a striking
and true picture of things. We quote the Merc,ury :

44 The tendency of the Globe has been tfc make the interests
of party usurp the place of its principles, and a very obvious
result has been to convert all the offices and expenditures of
the Government into a grand party treasury, out of which an

army of demagogues is to be fed. Such an army exista on

both aide*.a vast multitude, who create nearly all the dis-
graceful turmoil of our elections, and whose sole interest in
politics is notoriously the \ope of office ; who demand pro-| acription when they are out, and denounce it when they are

in ; who scruple not in the face of day to tianafer their vio¬
lence and noise from one party to the other, and, by their
shameless pretensions to principle, bring every good cause in-
to contempt, and lead too many to conclude that all party
contest* are only a disguised struggle between demagogues for
the gains of office. Who does not see that this is becoming
more and more the case, and that our elections are assuming
the character of a strife of mercenaries for pay > We will not

jtop to argue that the Government of the country is thus cor¬

rupted and the public . liberty endangered ; that is manifest.
The offices of the Governmerit will come to be distributed
\mong men who have no faith or honor, whose life is a glar-
ing and shameless life, who have already sold themselves for
gain, ami to whom the worst peculation would scarcely be
loss of character. And in most cases these demagogues are

unfit, from ignorance, for the duties of office. The education
of a street politician is truly a notable prejuration for the buai-
ness of an accountant. And this incompetency has led and
will continue to lead to the multiplication of offices. Thus,
because the country is first wrong by (Hitting idle and ignorant
men in office, it must be further burdened by an increased ex-

[lenae as a remedy. Thus, to make 'party devices,' the quali-
tication for place is, to ensure that we pay an enormous price
for a very bad article. '

*

OREGON.
The distance of Oregon from the United States is

not generally known to half the persons who talk of
settling beyond the Rocky Mountains, hor the in¬
formation of this class, we give the following on the
authority of Mr. Greenhow's late publication :

The journey is generally commenced at Independence, on

the Missouri river ; thence.
To Laramer Fork, is 750 miles.
To the sources of the Plate 250 miles.
To Fort Hall 250 n*1*"

1250
The travellers go the greater part ofthe way on foot, through

a dreary barren country, crossing mountains that arc 10,000
feet high, and destitute of vegetation and water. They are

liable to be attacked by Indians, and sutler all kinds of annoy¬
ance and privation.

If the President had the power to offer ten thousand acres

to every emigrant, we question whether one hundred persons
New York are so courageous and destitute as to accept the

proposal.
If a man with a family of five persons, residing in the State

of New York, were disjwsed to go to Oregon, he could not

take his family there for less than $1,500 by the usual route.
The route usually taken from Canada toOregon by the em¬

ployes of the Hudson's Bay Company is about three thousand
miles, and is traversed on horseback, there being no roads for

wagons. What object emigrants can have in going to Oregon
is a mystery to those acquainted with the country. The cost

of the journey would buy a small farm in the middle countiea
of the »Ute of New York..N. Y. Evening Gazette.

Iowa and Missouri..'There are new border
troubles between Missouri and Iowa. I he St.
Louis Republican says:
"The Sheriff of one of the counties of Missouri, border¬

ing upon the northern line, when attempting to execute a writ
for a breach of the peace, was assailed by a number of persons
of Daviess oountv, Iowa. The prisoners, whom the Sheriff
had arrested, were rearnenl, and the {Sheriff himself taken into
custody, for exercising illegal authority within the Territory.*4 The trial came off last week, before Judge Morgan of the
District Court, and resulted in the conviction of the Missouri
Sheriff. The punishment is imprisonment iu the penitentiary.The Judge sentenced htm to ten days' confinement t but be¬
fore the sentence cotld be carried into execution, Gov. Cham¬
bers granted pardon."
Thomas Lioyb, of Port Tobacco, Charles county, Mary¬land, has been appointed Keeper of the Light-boat at UpperCedar Point, Powmac river, rice J. A. Neale, removed.

Thom as Shorter has bean appointed Keeper of the Light-
boat at Lower C«d»r Point, Potomac river, vice Capt. Smoot,
removed,

SEMI-OFFICIAL.rioM the uvioir.

The Prlhidknt has already declared more than
once that he himself will not be a candidate for a
second term ol office. He has authorized us to de¬
clare it again in the prospectus which we have sub¬
mitted to the nation as the creed of our own faith
and the guide of our own course. He goes in for
one term only, to serve his country to the best of
his ability, and anxious to testify his gratitude to
the people who have honored hint by their conti¬
nence by devoting himself to their service, and not
to his own continuance in office. He does not,
therefore, design to shape his Administration to as-
sist any aspirant, or to make his appointments to
promote las own re-election ; but to carry out faith¬
fully the powers which the people have placed in
his hands. 1

1 he New York Morning News says: "It has
4 been announced that the London creditors of llli-
' !,01H have loaned $1,600,000 to the State for the
' prosecution ol the Illinois Canal. When it is re-
. meinbered that one party to this loan (Mr. Bar¬
ing) is a member of Sir Robert Peel's Government,

' the (act ol the loan being decided at this juncture
' is very significant of peaceful intentions."

" 1 oor, but Honest.".The newspapers, and
other equally great' authorities, make use of this
phrase in biographical notices, « He was born of
poor but honevt parents !" Poor, but honest; that
is to infer that the parents ought to have been dis¬
honest because they were poor; but that in the par¬
ticular case they were honest, spite of their poverty.
This common phrase is an insult to the condition of
ninety-nine men out of a hundred, and an indignity
to human nature. There might be, considering the
manner in which many fortunes are acquired, some
little shade of meaning in saying of the heir of for¬
tune, " He was born of rich but honent parents
but the " poor but honest" phrase is atrocious. Let
it be reformed altogether..Philadelphia Ledger.

Suppose England and the United States should
go to war about the boundary line of Oregon, and,
after spending millions of money and butchcring
thousands of human beings, how much nearer would
the question be settled than at present ? Would it
not have to be accomplished by negotiation at last ?
and why not now ?.Indiana State JourncU.

FLORIDA.
A Whig Convention, assembled at Tallahassee,

have nominated Gen. Richard K. Call for Gover¬
nor, and Bknjamin A. Butnam for Representative
in Congress. The proceedings of the Convention
were conducted with much harmony, and the nomi¬
nations unanimously concurred in. Both gentlemen
have accepted the nomination. The Pensacola Ga¬
zette thinks the selections excellent. It says :

^ALL is well known to every Floridian tut a man of
ability, industry, and moral worth- Mr. BiTsam, who U
not so generally acquainted in the went as he is in the middle
and east, isla gentleman of talent, energy, and unimpeachable
purity of character, and well calculated to sustain the dignity
and further the interests of our infant Slate."

In regard to the canvass, the Gazette remarks :

"The spirit of party, we think, is destined to have full
sway in the approaching elections. Both sides seem to ap¬
proach the contest with equul confidence in the result. What
it will be, it is difficult to determine. We are inclined to the
opinion that the Whigs will prevail. We trust, however,
that our tellow-citizens, Whigs and Democrats, will pass
through the excitement of the canvass with moderation and
forbearance.

THE OREGON QUESTION.
In the subjoined paragraph the Charleston Mer¬

cury takes ground upon this subject:
" The two insuperable obstacles that lie in the way of the

plausible assertion of our right to the whole territory between
California and the Russian possessions are, the treaty of the
joint occupancy and the offer of our Government to accept the
line of the forty-ninth degree of latitude as a compromise
boundary. Each of these waa an undeniable conceasion that
the claims of England had to some extent a Just foundation,
unless we affirm that each was a cowardly and traitorous aban¬
donment of the rights of our country. And who, more than
all others, is responsible for these concessions * Truly, Mr.
Johw Q. Adams. We do not blame him for the proffered
compromise, for we think it was a very fair division. The
claim of the United States attaches especially to the southern
part of the territory ; that of England to the northern part.
" The forty-ninth parallel would give us about three-fifths

of the whole country.it would secure to us the whole vallev
of the Columbia river and its two great branches, and would
carry through to the Pacific the boundary of our territory this
*ide of the mountains. We have always believed that this
boundary could be gained, and that we ought to be satisfied
with iL As to the assertion that our right to every foot of
land between the Mexican and Russian boundaries u clear, it
deserves not the least respect, and comes manifestly either from
presumptuous ignorance or reckless demagogism. We do not
believe there is an impartial man in the world, who, on a full
hearing of both parties, would adjudge that all the right is with
us and all the wrong with England. We have already con¬
ceded that she has some right, and it would be dishonoring
the past pledges of the Government to deny it now."

Extkimivk Finn at Bosto*.On Sunday afternoon a

fire broke out in Boston, at the foot of South Cedar street,
which rapidly spread on both sides of the street, levelling
every thin- in its way, until about thirty honses were con¬
sumed. The sheds of the buildings on Piedmont street,
which reared on the 8outh Cedar street houses, took fire and
communicated to the buildings on Piedmont street, and all on
the east side of this street were consumed.

The whole number of families burnt out is stated to be
about eighty, many of whom saved scarcely an article of fur¬
niture. The houses were mostly small dwellings whose oc¬
cupants, having lost most of their effects, are no doubt che
greatest sufferers. The fire was caused by the carelessness
of some .mall boys, who built a fire in the street to roast
clams.

Fax.moat's ExrxniTio*..In a recent Western paper it
was announced that Capt. Frbnoxtwss in St. I^juis, organ¬
izing a company of adventurers for the Oregon Territory
The statement went on to say that the expedition would in¬
clude three yeai^ and added that Capt. Fremont would ex¬

plore the whole country, .« including Upper California and the
Russian possessions."
The " Union" of Tuesday quote* this paragraph, and says:

"There is a mistake in the first sentence. Capt. Fremont
. leaves Washington this evening on his way to the Far
' West. He will probably set out from St. Ixmis on this his
' third expedition, on a survey of the Rocky Mountains and
' beyond them, about the first of June."

Lockjaw.It appears that a remedy for this horrible dis-
ease has at last (wen discovered. The Journal of Commerce
records a cure by the application of electricity. The paUent
was a young woman, in whom the diarase had been brought
on by cold and fatigue, and the jaws had been closed five days.
The electro-galvanic apparatus was applied to both angles of
the jaw, and had not made forty revolutions Iwfore the com¬

plaint was entirely removed.

Rki.kask or Doriiitks..The Providence Gazette an-
anounces that Messrs. Bosworth and Heath are again at lib¬
erty. They took the oath of allegiance on Waturday nighl
last, and were discharged from custody.
The Grand Jury of Suffolk have indicted the Long Island

Road as a nuisance, in consequence of frequent fires which
have been kindled in the woods by sparks from the locomotives
traversing the road.

Among the great printing establishments of the city of New
York is the Methodist Book Office. It continually works
eight or ten presses propelled by steam, and employs more

than one hundred and fifty workmen. Over one hundred
thousand dollars worth <if books are annually printed. A wri¬
ter in the Northern Christian Advocate, in speaking of this
establishment, remarks: "It has but one pecuniary object,
which is to create revmues for those ministers who have sunk
down into broken heahh, under the weight of arduous labors,
and to mske slight prevision for the widows and orphans of
those who h»v« nobly fallen with ma written on their shield."

MB. CALHOUN ON OREGON.

Had it not been for the conservative course ot the
Carolina Senators in the last Congress, (says the
Savannah Republican,) the country would at^ this
moment be iuvolved in a war with England. Two
votes would have decided the <|uestion in the Senate,
ind passed the House bill which provided for the
immediate occupation of the Oregon territory by oui

Government. Whatever may be the result of the
controversy, it is a matter ofcongratulation that those
gentlemen had the wisdom and the loresight to de¬
fer, for a time at least, the necessity of an actual
resort to force. It remains to be seen whether t ic

Southern wing of the Democracy will regard their
wise counsels, or follow the Globe in its rabid an

The speech of Mr. Calhoun in the Senate, in
January, 1843, on the suhject of Oregon, lately re¬

published, meriting particular attention in the pre¬
sent state of affairs between England and America,
we make several extracts from it.

^Mr. Calhoun said:
" Haw the time arrived when it would be wine and prudent

for uh to attempt to assert and maintain our exclusive right to

the territory, against the adverse and conflicting claim of Ureal
Britain ' 1 answer, No, it has not? and that for the decisive
reason, because the attempt, if made, inust prove UMUccenutul
against the resistance of Great Britain. We could neither
take nor hold it against her; and that for a reason not less de¬
cisive, that she could in a much shorter time, and at far lees
expense, concentrate a far greater force than we could in the
territory.

" Wc seem to forget, in the discussion of this subject, the
great events which have occurred in the eastern portion of
Asia during the last year, and which have so greatly extended
the power of Great Britain in that quarter of the globe. She
has there, in that j>eriod, terminated successfully two war*;
by one of which she has given increased quiet and stability to

her possessions in India, and by the other hits firmly planted
her |tower on the eastern coast of China, where she will un¬

doubtedly keep up, at least for a time, a strong military and
naval force, for the purpose of intimidation and strengthening
her newly acquired |Kwseasion. The point she occupies there
on the western shore of the Pacific, is almost directly opposite to
the Oregon territory, at the distance of alx>ut five thousand five
hundred miles froin the mouth of Columbia river, with a tran¬

quil ocean between, which may be passed over in six weeks.
In thilfr short time, she might place, at a moderate expense, a

stronpfnaval and military force at the mouth of that river,
where a formidable body of men, as hardy and energetic as

any on this continent, in the service of the Hudson Bay Com¬
pany, and numerous tribes of Indians under its control, could
be prepared to sustain and co-oj»erate with it. Such is the
facility with which she could concentrate a force there to main¬
tain her claim to the territory against ours, should they be
brought into collision by this bill. .

" 1 now turn to examine our means of concentrating an op¬
posing force by land and water, should it l>ecome necessary to
maintain our claim. We have no military or naval position
in the Pacific ocean. Our fleet would have to sail from our

own shores, and would have to cross the line and double Cape
Horn, in 56 degrees of south latitude ; and, turning north,
recross the line, and ascend to latitude 46 north, in order to
reach the mouth of Columbia river, a distance from New \ ork
(over the straightest and shortest lffie) of more than thy:teen
thousand miles, and which would require a run ot more than
eighteen thousand of actual sailing, on the usual route. In¬
stead of six weeks, the voyage would require six months. 1
speak on the authority of one of the most experienced officers
attached to the Navy Department.

««These facts are decisive. We could do nothing by water.
As far as the element is concerned, we could not oppose to her
a gun or a soldier in the territory.
" But, as great as are the impediments by water, they are, at

present, not much less by land. If we assume «me central
point in the State of Missouri as the place of rendezvous,
from which our military force would commence its march for
the territory, the distauce to the mouth of the Columbia river
will be about two thousand miles ; of which much more than
a thousand miles would be over an unsettled country, consist¬
ing of naked plains or mountainous regions, without provi¬
sions, except such game as the rifle might supply, t^n a

greater portion of this long march the force would be liable tc
l»e attacked aud harassed by numerous and warlike Uibes o1
Indians, whose hostilities might be readily turned against ui

by the British Uaders. To march such a distance, withou
opposition, would take upwards or one hundred and twenty
days, assuming the march to be at the usual rate for militan
forces. Should it be impeded by the hostilities of Indians, th<
time would be greaUy prolonged.
" I now ask, how could any considerable force sustain itsel

in so long a march, through a region so destitute of supplies
A small detachment might live on game ; IHit that resouro
would be altogether inadequate to the support of an army
But, admitting an army could find sufficient supplies to sus
lain itself on its march to the territory, how could it sustaii
itself in an uncultivated territory, too remote to draw suppliei
from our settlements in its rear, and with the ocean in fron
closed against it by a hostile fleet ? And how could suppliei
he found to return, if a retreat should become necessary .' In
whatever view the subject may be regarded, I hazard nothing
in asserting that such is the difficulty at present on our part
of concentrating and maintaining a force in the territory, that
a few thousand regulars, advantageously fortified on the Co¬
lumbia liver, with a small naval force to support them, could,
with the aid ofthe employers of the Hudson Bay Company, and
the co-operation of the Indians under its influence, hid defiance
to any effort we could make to dislodge them. If all other
difficulties could be surmounted, that of transporting a suffi¬
cient battering train, with all of its appurtenances, to so great
a distance, and over so many obstacles, would he insuperable.

" Having now made good my first position, that the at¬
tempt, at present, to assert and maintain our exdusive claim
to the territory, against the adverse claim of Great Britain,
must prove unsuccessful, if she resisted, it now remains to
inquire whether she would resist. And here let me say, what¬
ever may be the doultts of others, surely they who have, in
this discussion, insisted so strongly on her power, her jealousy,
and her determination to hold the territory, cannot doubt that
she would resist. If, indeed, provoking language can excite
her to resistance, or if half which has been said of her hos¬
tile disposition be true, she not only would resist, but would
gladly seize so favorable an occasion to do so, while we are

comparatively so weak and she so strong in that quarter. How¬
ever unfavorable the time might be for us, for her it would be
the most propitious.
" Her vast resources and military power in the East are

liberated and at her disposal, to be directed to assert and main¬
tain her exclusive claim to the territory against ours, if she
should determine to follow our example, in case this bill should
l«ss. Even I, who Itelievc that the preiint Ministry is dis¬
posed to peacc. and that Sir Robert Peel has exhibited great
wisdom and minlcmtion.moderation in the midst of splendid
success, and therefore more to be trusted.do not doubt she
would resist, if we should adopt this measure. We must not
forget, as clear as we believe our title to be, that the right to
the territory is in dispute between the two countries : and that,
as certain as wo regard our right to be, she regards hers as
not less so. It is a case of adverse conflicting claims ; and wc

may be assured, if we undertake to assert out exclusive
right, she will oppose us by asserting hers t and if the appeal
should l>e to force, to decide lietween us at present, the result
would be inevitable.the territory would be lost to us. In¬
deed, this is so incontestable, that no one has ventured to deoy
it i and there is no hazard in asserting that no one will who
understands the subject, and does not choose to have the
soundness of his judgment questioned."
Bru m* or a Mi udkbhss..OnTuesday a woman named

Pennoyer was committed to prison in New V ork on the charge
of having murdered her brother, a Mr. Scudder, at lloboken,
by administering arsenic. The circumstances which were de¬
veloped subsequent to his death, and the conduct of the wretch¬
ed woman when charged with the robbery of deceased's tiro-

)*rty, left little doubt that, incited by the demon of cupidity,
she had brutally murdered him. Since her committal, how¬
ever, she had refused to answer any questions, and last night;
she was locked up in her cell in the county jail at the usual,
h rnr ; but, upon opening the door this morning, she was dis-
revered suspended over a stove pipe, quite dead. The deed
was accomplished with her shawl, anil the work of strangula¬
tion must have l>een painful in the extreme, and proved the
determination of the wretched woman. She was a widow,
rireedingly good looking, and not over thirty years of age, it
is paid. Scudder has left a son altout sixteen years old. The
utmost excitement prevails in the neighborhood. The coro-
n«* held an inquest on the body..Evening Mirror.

Cokhict with a Whale..Mr. Skth S. Snow was
killed instantly by a whale, off' Race Point, Proviro etown,
la>( Tuesday, in the following manner : As soon as the whale
«4s discovered, two boats, one containing five, and the other
fc ir persona, made in pursuit, and each boat succeeded in
fa Hening their irons, when the whale turned upon them, and
riming upon one boat head foremost, utterly demolished it,
klling instantly Mr. Snow, leaving the others afloat in the
witer. The other boat severed their line, and succeeded in
n scuing the drowning persons, frhen the whale made for them
»io, but by hard pulling they reached the shore in safety, the
v hale following eloae in their wake, as far as the depth of
v ater would permit. This is said to he the first instance in
\i hich a whale has attacked a boat in this manner upon our
s lores..Hostmi Courier.

A8TR0N0MICAL OBSERVATION.

We have been favored by Professor Looms with
the following full and admirable account of the rare

ind very interesting phenomenon of the 8th instant.
[iV. Y. Courier if Enquirer.

| on INK COI'KIKK All U

A transit of the planet Mercury over the suu's Jw took piace
yesterday, May Stb, under circumstances peculiarly favorable
lor observation. The weather was glorious.all that an as-

tronomer could desire. The times of beginning and end, ®a

observed at tike university, were aa follows :

Mean time at the University.
Planet first 1'h. 2fim. 20.3a.
First internal contact 11 h.: 27m. <ts.
iSecond internal contact 5h. o0n>. 55. l»-
Second external contact 5h. 64m. »9.0*.

Theae observations were the lieat 1 could make under the
circumstances, hut do not lay claim to the highest preciaion.
The relative motion of the planet is ao alow that it is iinpos- jaible to observe the contacts with any thing like the accuracy
which may he attained in an oocultation of a star by the moon.
The apparent diameter of Mercury waa 11.6, being near its

greatest possible value, yet it was three and a half minutes in
describing this arc ; that ia, in twenty seconds of time, iU
motion waa only one second of arc ; ao that, with an ordi¬
nary teleacope, the time of an internal contact could not l>e es¬

timated wiUiin several seconds; and the di»c ol the planet
could not poaaibly be aeen until more than twenty seconds af-
ter the first external contact, even if the eye were intently
fixed upon the precise point of indentation. NV hen the pla-
net waa first distinctly jHsrreived it had already advanced, per-
hups one third of it* diameter, upon the sun a disc. At Uie
time above given for the first internal contact a faint line of
|i~ht began to show itself between the limbs of the planet and
the 8un. The Uine given for the second internal contact is

the mean of three oliservations.first, when a Uwn ring ot
light waa aeen between the limlm of the planet and sun ; se¬

cond, when this ring was reduced to a bare line of light; and,
the third, when there was a decide*! rupture o» the ring. 1 i«

time ot second external contact was the instant whi n the pla¬
na! ceased to make a sensible impression upon the sun s disc.
Throughout the entire duration of the transit the disc ol the
planet appeared of an inky blackness and perfectly circular.
It might possibly have been seen by good eyes without the aid

According the preceding olwervations the transit ^curredbetween one and two minutes later than the time predic. ed >y
astronomers. This may be thought a great discrepancy ; yet
it indicates an error in the tabular place of Mercury ol less
than half its diameter. When it is considered that one hun¬
dred mid sixty-four circles like Mercury, arranged upon a

straight line in contact with each other, would have just ex¬

tended across the centre of the sun's disc, it will appear that
the planet has not wandered far from the path which astrono¬
mers have prescribed for it. The tables of Mercury have been
greatly improved in recent times. In 1661, when there oc-

curred a transit of mercury over the sun s disc, astronomers
watched at their telescopes four entire days, liecause there
was this discrepancy in the tables of that time. A transit of |
Mercury was to occur the 3d of May, 1780. As usual. La-
land announced it the day before in the journals of I ans,

giving the hour, minute, and second when Mercury would
leave the sun's disc ; for the beginning ol the transit would be
in the night. Unfortunately, the sky was cloudy, rhe as¬

tronomers of Paris watched at their telescopes until the in¬

stant predicted for the egress, and even a half hour later; bat
the sun was still hid by clouds, and they pave up the observa¬
tion in despair. Messier and Delambre alone persevered in

their watch. All of a sudden the sun appeared, and Uiey
saw Mercury about leaving the sun's disc. Lalandc s predic¬
tion was more than forty minutes in error.

Few persons now living have ever seen a transit of Me
curv before the present one. The only tmnMts which have
occurred during this century were-1902, November^ ; 815,
November 11; 1823, November 4 ; 18J2, May .>, 1835,
Noverabe^ ^ theHe i. the night, and the two |last were rendered invisible by clouds. The next transit of |
Mercury will occur November 9, 1848, and will be wai e

this country. The last transit of Venus took place June 3,
1769 ; the next will occur December 8, 1874.

Eclipse of the Sun..The eclipse or the sun, ruesday
morning, the 6th ultimo, was also observed at this p ace, but
the circumstances were very unfavorable. I he sun rose be¬
hind thin clouds; its limb was quite undulating, 8

ill-defined. The eclipse was perfectly palpable until neylhclose, when it became difficult to distinguish the indentation
caused bv the moon from the other mentioned inequalities of
figure ; so that the time of ending was uncertain to at least
five seconds. My estimate was 5h. 4m. 18.2s. mean time at
the University, being . minutes aftei sunrise.

The preceding observations were all made with the little

telescope of the University, and an excellent chronometer by
Dent, kindly furnished by the Messrs. Blunt; and its error

by ObOTrt. -.!». gjjS-E&JS*-lyn.
New York University, May 9, 1845.

ONE DAY LATER FROM MEXICO.

The schooner Creole, arrived at New Orleans,
brings accounts from Vera Cruz to the 22d ultimo,
and from the city of Mexico to the 17th. We
make the subjoined extracts from the Picayune : .

We have again to say that Mexico has not yet declared war

against the United States, although rumors were rife in town

yesterday that she had done so. Verbal communications from
some of the passengers by the Creole represent that the gene¬
ral feeling at Vera Crux is in fcvor of a war, and that the pre¬
vailing impression there is that the Government will declare it
so soon as it finds itself in a situation to do so with effect.
Nous verron*.

The four American vessels of war were still lying at Sa-
crificios.
By this arrival we hear not a word more of Mr. Shassos,

the American Minister.
The most interesting intelligence which we find relates to

the fate of Sa*ta Akxa and those involved in his overthrow.
A proposition has been inUodqced in the Chamber of Depu¬
ties that Santa Anna, Canalizo, and the four ex-Ministers who
took part in issuing the decree of the 29th of November, clos¬
ing the sessions of Congress, may avoid a trial upon the condi¬
tion of expatriating themselves for the term pf ten years. At
the same time another proposition was submitted, to the effect
that an absolute amnesty should be granted to all those gene¬
rals and other officcra comprehended in the circular of the 6th
of January, depriving them of their commands, Ax., even

though they had l«en already sentenced.
We do not find that the Chambers have acted upon these

propositions, but that they are very likely to receive their ap-
probation we entertain no doubt. The revolution having been
so perfectly consummated throughout the entire country, and
the present Administration being so secure in their places, it
would be an act of dignity as well as clemency to extend a

pardon to those who adhered to the last to the fortunes of
Santa Anna. The services of a large number of good officers
will thus be regained to the Republic. And further to tran¬

quillize the public mind.neither outraging the feelings of the
yet numerous friends and partisans of Santa Anna, and at the
same time appeasing the demands for justice against him it
would appear tc he a highly politic course to allow him to leave
the conntry with those most intimately associated with hi*

tyrannical acts. It is a significant fact that the liberal press,
which has been hitherto olamorous for vengeancc, indulge in

no comments upon the introduction of the aliovo propositions.
Had they been offered before the news of the success of the an¬

nexation of Texas, there would have been ajoud and IT.""1
outcry. It cannot be doubted that it is .he policy of he
Mexican Government, in v,ew of her difference with the
United States, thus to heal all internal wounds, and concen-

trate the feelings of all classes and prt.es upon resistance to

Ton*. is diligently occupied, through it*
with ihe reform of the Organic Bases. On the 16th ul in o,
the committee charged with the subject of the interior adnnn-
ministration of the departments made ***
word is reported of (be discussions upon the relations
tween this country «nd Mexico. These are carried on in se-

CnTh7"naUire of the despatches hat carried by the Eurudin
from Galveston to Vera Crux for Mr. Dmkhmp had not

transpired. Nevertheless, it wss generally rumore-l and ls-

lieved in Mexico that they contained an offer from the Gov-
ernmentof Texas to reject annexation, il Mexico would ion-

sent to acknowledge the independence d Tew*
On the U>th instant, Senor Boves, in the Chamber of l>e-

puties, read a protest against the memorial or report of the
Minister of Foreign Affairs. He attacked it in every shape,
and accompanied his protest with a vio ent speech, abusive
not only of Senor Cuevaa, but of the whole Cabinet. When
the motion founded upon the protest was put to vote, Senor
Boves found himself entirely alone, every other member voting
xgainst him. This shows that the Administration has the
most perfect confidence of the House.
We find in our papers a letter dated in I ans, addressed to

the Mexican Congress from ex-President Bustamente, con

iratulating them upon the overthrow of Want* Anna and the
re-establishment of a Government of laws. He expresses re-

Krrt that he could not have shared in the flory of achieving
the triumph.

JfEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE.

Nkw York, Mav 10, 1845.
There has been a slight improvement in prices at

the stock market since the arrival ol the la8l bt^"tjr from England ; the rate of money is
.

lower. The operations are mostly tn tan y

in the prison yard of the Tombs, in Centre street,

upon Jame* Eater, an Irishman by birth, ^met¬
ed some s.x weeks since of murdering a roan named
Williams. The culprit died with firmness alter

responding reverently to the prayer made by he

clergyman in his behalf. He express*d a wish
some momenta before his execution to shake hand
with liabe,\\\e pirate, also under sentence of death,
and said to the latter, as they parted " gJ»oc« hye,
you must soon prepare to follow me." 1 ne advo¬

cates of the abolition of the dentil penary late

made active efforts to save Eager ; hut Governor
Wright did not see any good and sufficient rea¬

sons why mercy should be extended in this case.

There was a large and spirited meeting of the
Central Committee of the New York Clay Clubs
at the Howard House last evening, at which a let¬
ter from Mr. Clay, in answer to the recent address
of the committee, sent to him enrolled on parch¬
ment and enclosed in a silver case, was read. I he

letter is brief but appropriate ; and its reading was

followed by loud and enthusiastic demonstrations ol

applause from the audience.
Our late worthy Representative in Congress,

Mr. PiiffiNix, sails for Liverpool in the packet ship
Stephen Whitney on Monday; the cause of hi*

departure is the state of health of a member of his

family. The best wishes of his fellow-citizens tor
his safe return attend him.

New York, May 14, 1845.
Your readers will have learned, before thi»

roaches you, the result or yesterday's contest be¬
tween the North and the South, the great race be¬
tween Fashion and Peytona. The South was vic¬

torious. Peytona won the first two heats in a very
brilliant style, showing throughout her superior
speed and power. , , #The weather was remarkably favorable, the heat
and the glare of the sun being agreeably tempered
by a gauze-like curtaining of clouds, not sufficient to

threaten rain, but just enough to render parasols superfluous.
At an early hour an immense concourse of people crowed the

two ferries to Brooklyn ; and proceeded, some in railroad cars,

some in vehicle* of all description*, and some on foot, to the

race course, a distance of about eight miles. There cou

not have been less than sixty thousand people on the ground.
This is a reasonable estimate, as most calculators say that there

were a hundred thousand present.
,

Owing to an attempt on the 1»rt of the crowd to break into

the enclosed space, appropriated to the members of the Jockey
Club, there was a delay of an hour and a half in the start-

ins of the horses. At length, through the strenuous ex¬

ertions of Captain Rtsn leas and his " indomitsbles' of the

Empire Club, the refractory invaders of the forbidden groun*

were Ijeaten off; the track was cleared, and the signal for start-
,

ng was given.
It should be premised that such was the prevailing super¬

stition in regard to Fashion that odds had la-en freely offered

in her favor, and numerous bets in the proportion of ninety to

a hundred had been taken. Probably seven-ninth* of the

vast assemblage wished that Fashion might win. But, from

the tirxt jump of the two horses, her champions began to look

crest-fallen. The track was heavy with looae dry dust, and

this will account for the time not being less. Peytona strode

over the ground with an ease and velocity which struck every
one with surprise. Poor Fashion, on the other hand, would

(

frequently make an uneasy motion of the neck ; and, though
her movements were graceful, it was evident that she was

doing her he*. Peyton, gave you the idea of reserved

strength. For the first mile, and, indeed, durmg nearly the

whole of the first heat, the horses were neck and neck ; but

Peytona had the inside of the track, and kept it, winning the

first heat by a length in 7m. 39js.
The backers of Fashion abandoned all hope when they saw

her come out with her competitor for the second heat. It

was plain that she had not cooled off *> thoroughly as Pey¬
tona. After a false start, they both dashed off bravejr, how¬

ever ; and, when half round the track, Fashion got the inside

and kept it, occasionally shooting beyond Peytona to the ex¬

tent of half a neck. But on the last mile, when spur and

whip were freely applied by the riders, Peytona showed her

sulterior bottom and vigor by gaining whenever she was

urged. She came in half a length in advance of I ashion U>

7m. 45s..thui winning the race fairly and beyond a per-
adventure.

.

The taint cheering that arose from the maws that oceupie
the surrounding scaffoldings and pavilions showed that the

winners were in a decided minority. The news of the result

was immediately despatched to tlie city by carrier-pigeons,
which arrived about an hour in advance of passengers^who
left in the cars.

Thus ended the great race , and what id remarkable as

well as gratifying is, that, notwithstanding the magnitude of
the assemblage, no accident of any consequence has yet been

ascertained to have occurred. Tbe betting was very heavy ,

and the Southern gentlemen, who, almost to a man, went in

favor of their own horse, have won largely.
While Pevtona was engaged in beating Fashion, and ma¬

king Northern sportsmen look grim with disappointment, out

new Common Council were bumly guillotining the official in¬

cumbents who received their appointments from the American

Republican Corporation. Of these they have not spared a

man. The sweep has been promj*, clean, and remorseless.
Not an assistant deputy superintendent of street brooms slid

water-pots has l«n left as a memorial of the party that has

gone out of power. The enrirc new police force has been
exterminated at one .. fell swoop." Th. main object of soli¬

citude on the part of the new Board seemed to be to undo all

that their predecessors had done, and to show their contempt
for them in every way j»oseible. This is a dangerous game
to play, and one that may re-act upon the aggressors. V* e

shall lie agreeably disappointed if the present Common ( onn-

cll show themselves possessed of either the honesty or the ca¬

pacity of those who preceded them. In the indecent haste
with which they have wired upon the spoils, they have given
no token either of their disinterestedness or of their urbanity.

New York, May l«r», 1845.
Some excitement has been caused in Wall street

in consequence of the resolution passed by our new

Common Council on Tuesday night, requesting thr
Chamberlain U) pay no warrants signed by the lat<-
Clerk of the Common Council. This was a mo.

dest expression of a very alarming tact. JlU the
warrants issued by the late city government are

signed by the Comptroller, and countersigned by
the Mayor and Clerk of the Common ( ouncu. * 1

the resolution of the Locofocos is one of thorough-going rrpu-
diiUiun of the worst possible kind. You may well suppose
that such a policy has startled capitalist* not a little, and im-

[taired public confidence in the value ot city securities to an

extent that might have been anticipated from so novel and
extrnonlinarv a resolution.
The question men put to themselves is, what secunty have

we that the next Common Council will not pursue the same

course * The city is now full of the dishonored paper ot the

city government. For the first time ill his life probably J is.

Haupbh finds his name protested. I have not heard thai

any suits have as yet l»een commenced on the protested paper,
but if the resolution is not rescinded at the next meeting of
the Board there is no doubt that the Courts will In- full ot

suits brought by the holders of this repudiated paper.
(>ur Supreme Court is occupied with another of Mr. t

.,.oa« Coor«a'* hbel cases. The defendant-are Messr*.
ti*KKi.r.T and McEi»b.*th, of the Tribune, who have retain¬

ed the Hon. W. H. on their l*half. His closing
argument yesterday is spoken of as an effort of great ability,
eloquent and conclusive.

There is little city news of interest. There was an im¬

provement at the Stock Board ." Harlem and Ene Railroad
securities, owing to the |«*sage by the legislature of Wis
favorable to their interests. A slight advance has also been

experienced in many of the lighter stocks. The recei|Ks on

the Long Island Railroad on the day of the race were up¬
wards of six thousand dollars.


